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to the paramount power whose territory encircled them, and with whose military calibre they have no pretence to compete.* And this relation was undoubtedly acknowledged as the political status of the Chiefs until the sinking Moghal empire got hopelessly among the breakers, and was finally wrecked by Maratha freebooters. After Aurungzeb's death, in 1707, came the ruinous downfall of an overgrown centralised empire, whose spoils were fought over by Afghans, Jats, Sikhs, revolting Viceroys, rebellious governors, and military adventurers at large. The Eajpiit Chiefs took advantage of the usual free fight among competitors for the vacant throne to cut adrift from the Mahomedans, and to attempt the formation of an independent league for the defence of Bajputana, and they renewed the attempt later when Nadir Shah invaded India.f But these clans and septs, with their barbarous feuds and jealousies abou.t primitive punctilio, have never been able to achieve any solid union, and the federation soon parted. Moreover, this was not the ordinary interlude of confusion between two long and strong reigns, as heretofore in the annals of Moghal empire; it was the beginning of the empire's end. Aurungzeb's imprudent greed for extensive conquests had ruined the
* When Nadir Shah's invasion of India was impending, Raja Jai Singh (of Jeypoor) said to the Emperor: " You must keep your eye on the Moghal nobles, who will probably be treacherous ; as for us Raj puts, we are ready to join the royal standards."
t Nadir Shah heard of this league, and feeling himself bound, after his awful sack of Delhi, to do something for the ruined and prostrate Moghal Emperor before leaving India, he wrote to the Rajpiits a letter desiring them to " walk in the paths of submission and obedience to our dear . brother" (the prostrate Moghal aforesaid). The letter ends thus characteristically: "God forbid it, but if accounts of your rebellion reach our ears, we will blot you out of the pages of the book of creation,"